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1 Overview

I have a diverse range of teaching and mentoring experience, which positions me well to
teach across all levels of instruction and to address the needs of various student groups. I
have taught coordinated courses, uncoordinated courses, non-credit bearing workshops, and
have worked with undergraduates on independent study and research projects. I have de-
veloped curricula, employed various teaching techniques, and implemented technology and
active-learning techniques in my classroom. Most recently, I developed the curriculum for
my Advanced Calculus and Complex Analysis courses. In the spring of 2023, I will also de-
velop the curriculum for my Number Theory course. As a graduate student at the University
of Virginia, I developed material for and ran an experimental flipped Calculus I class. See
Section 2, Section 3, and Section 4, for more details.

In the Spring of 2020, instructors country-wide were tasked with shifting classes to a remote
setting, amid the coronavirus pandemic. For my part, I successfully transitioned from in-
class instruction to holding live lectures and office hours online via Zoom so that I could
continue to interact with my students in real time. See Section 3.f for more details and
Section 6.b.1 for student comments on end-of-semester evaluations regarding my transition
from in-class to online instruction. Although the transition was fairly successful, my stu-
dents admitted there was a lack of motivation to attend virtual classes. To address this, I
collaborated with other section instructors to create a “flipped” virtual class (see Section 3.f
for details) to encourage student participation and bring back the social component of the
college experience.

My dedication to mathematics education goes beyond higher-education. I believe that a
stigmatization of mathematics occurs for many students at an early age. Thus, it is impor-
tant to expose young students to fun, interactive mathematics activities not in the standard
curriculum that stimulate their mathematical curiosity. To this end, as a graduate student,
I was involved in community outreach programs through the University of Virginia. As a
part of these programs, I helped develop and facilitate activities for local elementary school
students. See Section 10 for more details.

1.a Awards and Recognition

My commitment to teaching has been recognized by consistent positive student evaluations
(see Section 5 and Section 6) and department- and university-wide teaching awards. Most
recently, I was a Distinguished Teaching Award finalist at the University of Massachusetts
Amherst. At the University of Virginia, I was awarded the All University Graduate Teaching
Award. Moreover, as a graduate student, I was invited to run workshop and seminar dis-
cussions and I was a mentor for first-time graduate student instructors in the Mathematics
Department. See Section 9 for more details.
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2 Teaching Experience

In the following list of courses, I was the instructor of record.

Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta, GA (2021-present)

• Differential Calculus

• Introduction to Linear Algebra

• Number Theory

University of Massachusetts Amherst, Amherst, MA (2018-2021)

• Calculus III

• Introduction to Linear Algebra

• Advanced Multivariable Calculus (visit the class webpage here)

• Complex Variables (visit the class webpage here)

University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA (2012-2018)

• Calculus I (conventional lecture and flipped classroom setting; details in Section 3.d)

• Applied Calculus I

• Calculus II

• Applied Calculus II

• Calculus III

• Financial Mathematics

John Jay College of Criminal Justice, New York, NY (2010-2012)

• College Algebra

• Finite Mathematics

• Pre-Calculus

• Calculus I

The Higher Education Opportunity Programs are New York State-sponsored programs that
provide financial aid and college preparation to underserved and underrepresented students.
As a part of these programs, I ran non-credit bearing summer workshops that prepared
incoming first-year students for their first semester mathematics courses and semester-long
workshops that reinforced student learning throughout each semester.

Opportunity Programs at New York University, New York, NY (2010-2014)

• Calculus I Workshop

• Quantitative Reasoning Workshop (topics include combinatorics, probability, statistics,
and applications of exponential growth and decay)

Opportunity Programs at Barnard College, New York, NY (2014)

• Pre-Calculus
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3 Curriculum Development

I have taught a number of uncoordinated courses that required me to develop my own teach-
ing materials, classroom structure, and, in some cases, my own curricula. When teaching
coordinated courses, on the other hand, I work with the other instructors to decide which
topics will be covered and to create exams. Most notably, at the University of Virginia, I was
part of a team that developed and refined material for and ran experimental flipped Calculus
I classes (see Section 3.d), and with the switch to remote instruction amid the coronavirus
pandemic, I am currently working with other Linear Algebra instructors at the University
Massachusetts Amherst in creating flipped virtual Linear Algebra classes (see Section 3.f).

3.a Uncoordinated Courses

I have taught many uncoordinated classes—Financial Mathematics, Calculus III, Advanced
Multivariable Calculus, and Complex Variables. In these classes, I chose the textbook,
decided on the topics I would cover, created homework assignments, and wrote and graded
the exams. In higher level courses, I incorporate my research interests, when applicable. For
example, in Advanced Multivariable Calculus, I spent time developing the tools of differential
forms and used them to discuss the “classical” vector calculus theorems, and in Complex
Variables, I used the notion of branch cuts to briefly segue into Riemann surfaces. In Section
8.a, you can find my syllabus for Advanced Multivariable Calculus and in Section 8.c, you
can find the final exam I wrote for Complex Variables.

3.b Class Prep Assignments

Some classes benefit from short assignments to be completed prior to class meetings. Such
assignments are essential in the flipped classroom setting (see Section 3.d and Section 3.f),
but I have found them to also be useful in certain lecture-based courses. In particular,
since my Advanced Multivariable Calculus course relied heavily on Calculus III and Linear
Algebra, I assigned “pre-class assignments” before every class meeting. These assignments
were meant to review pre-requisite material so that students would arrive to class ready for
the day’s lecture. See Section 8.b for a selection of pre-class problems that I assigned. You
may also visit the course webpage to see more details on how the class was run, the full list
of pre-class assignments (with solutions), homework assignments, and exams.

3.c Working with Teaching Assistants

Calculus I, Calculus II, and Calculus III at the University of Massachusetts Amherst and the
University of Virginia have fourth-hour discussion sections that are run by teaching assis-
tants. These TAs are typically graduate students in the Mathematics Department who have
little-to-no teaching experience. Thus, when I teach such a course, I work closely with my
TA and act as a mentor and teaching resource. An important aspect of this TA position is to
help first-year graduate students develop the skills of writing and grading assignments. Thus
I give them the responsibility of writing, administering, and grading short quizzes every week.
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In a typical discussion section, I have my TA break the class into groups so that the students
can collaborate on worksheets, while the TA walks around the room and answers problems.
The purpose of these worksheets is to solidify what the students learned during the week
in lecture and to further prepare them for the quiz at the end of the discussion section. In
my Calculus III class at the University of Virginia, I also used this opportunity to assign
problems that explored applications of the concepts we covered during the week. See Section
8.d for a worksheet that discusses the notion of torque in relation to the cross product.

3.d Flipped Calculus I at the University of Virginia

At the University of Virginia, I was part of a team that developed and refined material for
and ran experimental flipped Calculus I classes. This team included three other graduate
student instructors, the Mathematics Department Director of Lower Division Courses Paul
Bourdon, and Gail Hunger from the Learning Design and Technology team at the University
of Virginia. The course was structured as follows.

There were three class meetings a week—two 75-minute class meetings and a final 50-minute
class meeting. During the two 75-minute class meetings, lecturing was minimal and students
engaged in group work and student presentations for a majority of the class. This setting
allowed students to learn from each other, learn how to communicate mathematically, and
use collaboration as a tool to solve problems that are more challenging than the problems
covered during a conventional lecture. During these classes, I circulated throughout the
room, acting as an idea catalyst and group work facilitator. To prepare for these class
meetings, students watched a short video that introduces new material and then complete
4-5 problems based on the video on webassign.net. Visit https://youtu.be/r-Pc20qxEh8

to watch a class prep video that I created. See Section 8.b for a screen shot of some of
the corresponding webassign problems. These assignments were due 30 minutes before each
75-minute class meeting.

At the beginning of each class meeting, I typically reviewed the material from the class
prep assignment for about 5-10 minutes and then distributed worksheets for the students to
work on in groups. Students worked in groups of three or four at tables that sat four.
Moreover, each table had small whiteboards that students could use to work out solu-
tions together. I circulated around the room, giving hints, checking work, and choosing
student volunteers to present solutions. The student volunteer displayed his/her solution
to a problem using a document camera at the front of the room and explained his/her
steps. During this short presentation, other students could ask questions and make com-
ments. I used this opportunity to highlight whether a particular solution would receive
full credit on an exam or if there was some notation or explanation missing. I typically
selected problems on which students make common errors. See Section 8.f for the group
work assignment that corresponds to the class prep assignment shown in Section 8.b. Visit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pN0HjbnuJ_M for a short clip of one of my classes, in
which I motivated the need for a precise “ε− δ” definition of a limit.

The final 50-minute class meeting of the week served as a “closure” meeting, during which I
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reviewed topics with which students were still having trouble, I covered worksheet problems
that the groups were not able to complete, and I administered a short quiz. Students were
able to provide feedback online before this 50-minute class so that I knew the material they
would like to review.

At the end of every week, I met with the flipped Calculus development team to discuss what
adjustments could be made to the previous week’s group work assignments, what in-class
strategies did or did not work, and future assignments.

3.e Technology in the Classroom

I have incorporated technology in many courses. As mentioned in Section 3.d, I created
class-prep videos for my flipped Calculus I class and I regularly used a document camera
for student presentations. Moreover, certain problems in the group work assignments re-
quired students to interpret a graph or an animation. Thus I used the computing program
Mathematica and the related computing website Wolframalpha.com to display animations
and graphs via the overhead projector during these class meetings. See problem 1(a) of the
group work assignment in Section 8.f for an example of such a problem.

When I taught Calculus II, I used iClickers, which greatly helped facilitate engagement and
collaboration in the classroom. This polling software allows students to answer multiple
choice problems using a remote. Throughout my Calculus II lectures, I would typically
display (via the overhead projector) “quick” multiple-choice problems that evaluated student
understanding of the concepts that we had just covered. Students would think about the
problems individually for a minute or two, then share their ideas with their neighbors, and
finally input their answers. I would then display an answer distribution in the form of a
bar graph and if most students got the question correct, I would move on without much
explanation. If a sizable portion of the class answered the question incorrectly, I would ask
for a student volunteer who answered correctly to explain how he/she arrived to the correct
answer. See Section 8.g for sample iClicker problems that I used throughout the semester.

3.f Online Teaching

With the mandatory move to remote learning amid the coronavirus pandemic in Spring
2020, I conducted my lectures and office hours through Zoom. For the sake of consistency,
I structured my online lectures in a similar manner as in-class lectures, while taking full
advantage of Zoom’s whiteboard capability on my tablet to produce and record live lec-
tures during the usual class time. The recordings were posted online in case students could
not attend the virtual class or wanted to review the lecture later in the semester. Visit
https://youtu.be/c9_M1PIznaI and https://youtu.be/KAG1oC9BHCo to view two of my
Linear Algebra lectures, which covered Markov Chains. See Section 8.e for a homework
assignment I created including Markov Chain problems. See Section 6.b.1 for student com-
ments regarding the efficacy switching class from in-person to online instruction.
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Although the student comments in Section 6.b.1 are generally positive, a common sentiment
by other students was that they lacked the motivation to attend virtual classes. More-
over, in retrospect, I believe that my virtual classrooms lacked an important aspect of the
college experience—socialization. To address these shortcoming, in the fall of 2020, I col-
laborated with other section instructors to implement a virtual “flipped” classroom. With
this structure, students watch class prep lecture videos before coming to class and then
during class meetings, we discuss the videos and engage in group work (which will be fa-
cilitated by Zoom’s breakout rooms). You can find a class prep video that I created at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3_s_MMOWydw.
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4 Mentoring and Student Research

Beyond working with students enrolled in my classes, I believe it is important to work with
mathematics majors on projects that fall outside of the standard curriculum. To this end, I
have had the privilege of working with and mentoring various undergraduate mathematics
majors on independent study projects, senior thesis projects, and research projects.

Georgia Institute of Technology

• In Fall 2022, I ran a Directed Reading Program on Knot Theory

• In Summer 2022, I ran an REU Donaldson’s Diagonalization Theorem and χ−slice
links. See https://jonathansimone.math.gatech.edu/reu.html for details.

University of Massachusetts Amherst

• In 2021, I was on the Doctoral Dissertation Committee of Andrew Havens for:
Equivariant surgeries and irreducible embeddings of surfaces in dimension four

• In 2020-2021, I was co-chair (along with Mike Sullivan) on the Undergraduate Senior
Thesis of Caifei Fan titled Knot Theory and Invariants

• In Spring 2020, I ran a 3-credit independent study titled Theory of Manifolds
Topics included:

– point-set topology

– basic definitions of smooth and topological manifolds

– basic constructions of manifolds (products, connected sums, handlebody decom-
positions)

– the classification of 1-dimensional manifolds (using point-set topology)

– the fundamental group

• In Fall 2019, I ran a 1-credit independent study titled Theory of Surfaces
Topics included:

– Morse Theory on surfaces

– Gaussian and mean curvature of surfaces

– the classification of surfaces (via triangulations and Euler characteristic)
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5 Student Evaluation Data

5.a Georgia Institute of Technology

The following data is taken from student evaluations from select classes at the Georgia In-
stitute of Technology. Each category is rated out of 5.

1. Overal Effectiveness

Course Average

Differential Calculus 4.6
Linear Algebra 4.8

2. Respect for Students

Course Average

Differential Calculus 4.7
Linear Algebra 4.9

2. Inclusiveness

Course Average

Differential Calculus 4.8
Linear Algebra 4.9

5.b University of Massachusetts Amherst

The following data is taken from student evaluations from select classes at the University
of Massachusetts Amherst. Each category is rated out of 5. Both my average and the total
averages across all classes in the Mathematics Department with similar class sizes during the
same semester are provided.

1. What is your overall rating of this instructor’s teaching?

Course My Average Department Average

Calculus III 4.7 4.0
Linear Algebra 4.8 4.0
Advanced Calculus 4.7 4.0
Complex Variables 4.8 4.0

2. Instructor showed an interest in helping students learn.

Course My Average Department Average

Calculus III 4.7 4.4
Linear Algebra 4.8 4.4
Advanced Calculus 4.8 4.4
Complex Variables 4.9 4.4

9



3. Instructor explained course material clearly.

Course My Average Department Average

Calculus III 4.8 4.1
Linear Algebra 4.9 4.1
Advanced Calculus 4.8 4.1
Complex Variables 4.8 4.1

4. Instructor cleared up points of confusion.

Course My Average Department Average

Calculus III 4.8 4.1
Linear Algebra 4.9 4.1
Advanced Calculus 4.8 4.1
Complex Variables 4.9 4.1

5. Instructor inspired interest in the subject matter of this course.

Course My Average Department Average

Calculus III 4.4 3.9
Linear Algebra 4.5 3.9
Advanced Calculus 4.7 3.9
Complex Variables 4.5 3.9

7. Instructor was well-prepared for class

Course My Average Department Average

Calculus III 4.9 4.6
Linear Algebra 5.0 4.6
Advanced Calculus 5.0 4.6
Complex Variables 5.0 4.6

5.c University of Virginia

The following data is taken from student evaluations at the University of Virginia. Each
category is rated out of 5. Both my averages and the total average across all sections of the
same course are provided.

1. Please rate the instructor

Course My Average Course Average

Calculus I 4.66 4.13
Applied Calculus I 4.71 4.18
Calculus II 4.64 4.31
Applied Calculus II 4.68 4.15
Calculus III 4.64 4.31
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2. Overall, the instructor was an effective teacher.

Course My Average Course Average

Calculus I 4.59 4.02
Applied Calculus I 4.59 4.05
Calculus II 4.57 4.18
Applied Calculus II 4.55 4.00
Calculus III 4.57 4.18

3. The instructor showed a scholarly grasp of the material.

Course My Average Course Average

Calculus I 4.66 4.37
Applied Calculus I 4.56 4.35
Calculus II 4.57 4.46
Applied Calculus II 4.65 4.40
Calculus III 4.22 3.86

4. The instructor made good use of examples and illustrations.

Course My Average Course Average

Calculus I 4.62 4.00
Applied Calculus I 4.35 4.00
Calculus II 4.46 4.15
Applied Calculus II 4.50 3.98
Calculus III 4.31 3.96

5. A positive environment was provided for student problems.

Course My Average Course Average

Calculus I 4.50 4.13
Applied Calculus I 4.36 4.13
Calculus II 4.61 4.32
Applied Calculus II 4.48 4.14
Calculus III 4.33 4.13

7. Lectures were clear and well organized.

Course My Average Course Average

Calculus I 4.61 3.91
Applied Calculus I 4.44 3.96
Calculus II 4.46 4.00
Applied Calculus II 4.45 3.87
Calculus III 4.42 3.85
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6 Student Comments

6.a Georgia Institute of Technology

Differential Calculus:

• “I don’t really like math and the class being in the morning would put me to sleep, but
his energy and interest in math helped me pay attention. He also explained concepts
in an easily understandable way”

• “Very accessible and encouraging. His lectures are engaging and he often tries to make
the students think and reach the conclusion instead of directly just writing the answer
which helped a lot. Further, he is super accessible inside and outside of class for last
minute doubts and explains them multiple times. Absolutely fantastic professor!”

• “Jon was extremely accommodating and accessible the entire class time. He was the
teacher I built the best relationship with”

Linear Algebra:

• “His ability to teach and help sort minor issues in the class. He always responded to
emails and would even devote private sessions to help reinforce what was learning in
class. ”

• “Very patient and doesn’t make students feel dumb if they don’t understand a concept.”

• “Prof. Simone is the absolute GOAT. He is a legend and he is so smart too. In class,
he explains everything perfectly and gives you the intuition to genuinely understand
linear with his proofs. Easily the best math instructor I have and will every have. His
passon for math spreads throughout the classroom and he makes me genuinely excited
about linear even at 8:25am.”

6.b University of Massachusetts Amherst

Calculus III:

• “Professor Simone is the man! He’s a very approachable person and has very clear
lectures. He doesn’t waste time, encourages us to learn and is very engaging. He
answers his emails fast and does his best to help us learn in the most comfortable
environment possible.”

• “His explanations flowed naturally and always kept us aware of the bigger concepts
when addressing finer details. I think, too often in other classes do we dive into the
details and lose sight of the whole idea behind them.”

• “I like how he builds concepts from the bottom up, often referring to calc I to build
calc III concepts. I also like how he will go through the important steps and examples
several times.”
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• “I liked that he gave us time to complete problems on our own and asked prob-
lems...before he would do it on the board.”

• “Professor Simone is clearly passionate about the material. He showed up to class
extremely prepared and had a good answer to any problems that were asked.”

• “He was able to help me after my poor performance on the first exam, and I brought
my grade up by nearly 30 points. Overall, excellent teacher.”

• “Prof. Simone was really excited about math and it made it easy to want to come to
class, which in a fairly dry subject is pretty surprising.”

• “THE BEST professor I have had at UMass so far.”

Linear Algebra:

• “Dr. Simone facilitated active engagement of students. He frequently required us to
think and created an environment in which we were allowed to be wrong openly. He
was always prepared with examples and I thoroughly enjoyed his teaching style.”

• “I really liked how Prof Simone created an environment where it felt safe to ask any
problems whenever you have them. Often, professors instinctively respond with a little
contempt in their voice, but Prof Simone was very patient and helpful.”

• “Professor Simone was a great professor, explained things and went over material
multiple times if need be. Very accessible and seemed to actually care about his
students.”

• “There was a good balance of examples, proofs, and explanation of concepts, which
allowed students to learn and understand in multiple ways. I also did like the balance
of written homework and online homework.”

• “I want to thank Professor Simone for a great semester. He is by far the best math
Professor I have had at UMass, and this is the 5th math class that I have taken, so I’ve
seen a solid sample. Outside of math, Jonathan Simone is one of the best professor’s
I have had at my time here, period. Other Professors should strive to match his
excellence.”

• “I think the highlight of the class was being taught by one of the most skilled educators
at UMass. Jonathan is in a league of his own in terms of presentation skills, esp when
you consider the topic matter is linear algebra. His neatness in writing material on the
blackboard is very conducive to taking clean notes. Overall 11/10 experience, would
take again.”

Advanced Calculus:

• “He speaks deliberately and clearly, and he makes everything explicit. In addition to
explaining concepts verbally, he also writes out his reasonings on the board as well,
which makes for great, flowing notes. Granted, I’m not the best notetaker, but I
treasure my notes from this class. The homework were also great at getting one to
understand the material.”
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• “Your teaching style is excellent. I loved how you motivated the material and gave a
clear and meaningful explanation of the ideas you were presenting. Your lectures were
almost conversational and it was a great environment to learn in.”

• “There should be an option for“always” not “almost always” for the first 7 problems.
Dr. Simone fits that role. He is absolutely incredible; by far, one of the best professors
I have ever had. He makes himself so accessible to students, gives insightful feedback,
and genuinely cares about his students’ success. His lectures are also incredibly well
organized, intriguing, stay true to the lesson he is trying to get across, or lead you to
the problems he is hoping you ask of the material. Dr. Simone uses his time in lecture
as if it were money: wisely and with intent. Absolutely brilliant and kind person.”

• “I liked how he always did example problems even for easy problems just for our own
reference when looking back in the notes a month later and we can refresh ourselves
with the material”

• “I really enjoyed the emphasis on the geometric interpretations of the concepts we were
learning. This made it much easier to intuitively understand why the theorems and
formulas worked like they did.”

• “I’m sold on preclass assignments, they should be a part of every class. Very helpful.”

• “I love how he managed to relate the material with topology in a very decent manner.”

Complex Variables:

• “Overall he is one of the best math professors at UMass. He does a great job of teaching
the material and is always helpful in office hours.”

• “Jon is absolutely one of my favorite professors. I am always amazed at how he is
organized and find the best way for students to learn the material. I have taken
several classes of his, and I still use his lecture notes to reference other classes. Before
the semester starts, my friend, who took 421 a few semesters ago, scared me for being
very challenging. However, Jon made the class very easy to follow and was very helpful
during office hours that I never thought this course being that challenging. It is actually
one of my favorite courses in college.”

• “The material is fascinating and the instructor is very engaging. He presents the
material very clearly and develops unfamiliar concepts logically starting from concepts
which are already deeply familiar to students. The material is presented so well that
these extremely non-trivial results feel inevitable by the end of each unit.”

• “You are one of the reasons why I love being a math major.”

6.b.1 On Switching to Online Learning Mid-Semester

• “Professor Simone was awesome during the switch to remote learning, he kept consis-
tency with his live lectures and made them feel like they were in the real classroom.
The whiteboard section of Zoom was just like the chalk board. Class participation was
about as frequent as in face to face instruction.”
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• “Prof. Simone had perhaps the most effective online lectures out of my four courses.
He quickly realized that students were gravitating toward using the chat box as a
primary form of communication and paid close attention to it to always address any
questions presented.”

• “The switch to remote learning for this class was pretty seamless, as if it had been
done many times before. Students could still be just as interactive on here as they
were in person.”

• “You still helped me when I had questions. You were also still engaging and easy to
follow during the lectures. Thank you!”

6.c University of Virginia

Calculus I:

• “I really liked Professor Simone and have already recommended him to others. He
was very approachable and willing to work with students. He genuinely seemed to care
about the success of each student in the class. He presented all of the material in a way
that could be understood clearly, and he prepared us well for all homework, quizzes,
and tests.”

• “Confident teaching style, able to gauge whether students understood information”

• “His office hours were always helpful and he gives off the feeling that he’s very devoted
to math.”

Applied Calculus I:

• “Jonathan Simone is probably the best math teacher I’ve ever had. Loved him. He
actually managed to make math fun, interesting, and even at times funny. I’ve recom-
mended him to all my friends. He’s clear, intelligent, and explains everything extremely
well. Give him a raise and a corner office!”

• “My instructor was amazing at helping me pass this course. I went to his office hours
close to every week and when I could not make it to his office hours, he made time for
me. He was very available and he would explain the material to me in different ways
when he saw that I didn’t understand.”

Calculus II:

• “I’ve honestly never been a math person, but Prof. Simone is really great - he takes
time to talk to students, explain things thoroughly, and is always upbeat...he’s probably
the best math teacher I’ve ever had.”

• “I’ve heard plenty of horror stories regarding less-than-illustrious Calc-II classes. This
wasn’t one of them. Jon did a good job with the material.”

Applied Calculus II:
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• “I thought Professor Jonathan Simone was excellent. The learning environment was
fun. I thought he was always well prepared for class, he taught at a good pace, always
made a point to open up space for problems (at the very beginning of class and after
covering a segment of material during class), he answered problems adequately, and
had a good pulse for how well students were retaining information in general. I think
he did a great job explaining the material in class, and was a great help and very
approachable outside of class during office hours. It also helped that he was flexible
with students. I had a great experience in his class.”

• “Very approachable, helpful, and a good instructor”

• “Jon was a great teacher; he recognized the challenging nature of the material and
went out of his way with office hours to help us learn as best we could.”

Calculus III:

• “Professor Simone is excellent. This is the second course that I have taken with him,
and I was thrilled to find out that he was teaching my class again. He is extremely
approachable and helpful, and I’ve always thought that he truly cares about how his
students perform in his courses.”

• “I went to Jon’s office hours every week, sometimes twice a week. He was always so
helpful. He was always able to convey the material effectively during his lectures. I
really want to have another class with him if possible. Excellent doesn’t even begin to
describe how freaking awesome he was. On every scale I give him a 10/10. ”
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7 Complete Set of Recent Evaluations

Starting on the following page, you will find a complete set of evaluations for my Introduction
to Linear Algebra class in the spring semester of 2019.
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UMass Amherst Student Response to Instruction (SRTI)
SPRING 2019 SECTION REPORT: FREQUENCIES

Course: MATH 235 Section: 02 (17234)
Instructor: Simone, Jonathan A
Responses: 47/59 (80%)

DIAGNOSTIC ITEMS:

Item Label (N)

Almost
always

(5)
Frequently

(4)
Sometimes

(3)
Rarely

(2)

Almost
never
(1)

1 Instructor was well prepared for class. 47 98% 2% 0% 0% 0%

2 Instructor explained course material clearly. 46 87% 13% 0% 0% 0%

3 Instructor cleared up points of confusion. 46 87% 13% 0% 0% 0%

4 Instructor used class time well. 46 96% 4% 0% 0% 0%

5 Instructor inspired interest in the subject matter of this course. 46 72% 13% 11% 4% 0%

6 Instructor showed an interest in helping students learn. 46 83% 17% 0% 0% 0%

7 Received useful feedback on performance on tests, papers, etc. 46 61% 33% 4% 2% 0%

8 The methods of evaluating my work were fair. 46 74% 15% 11% 0% 0%

9 Instructor stimulated student participation. 46 57% 24% 17% 0% 2%

GLOBAL ITEMS: *** Note: As of fall 2018, the order of items 10 and 11 has changed ***

Item Label (N)

Almost
always
effective

(5)

Usually
effective

(4)

Sometimes
effective

(3)

Rarely
effective

(2)

Almost
never

effective
(1)

10 What is your overall rating of this instructor's teaching?
(Former item 11) 46 76% 24% 0% 0% 0%

Item Label (N)

Much more
than most
courses

(5)

More than
most

courses
(4)

About the
same as
others

(3)

Less than
most

courses
(2)

Much less
than most
courses

(1)

11 Overall, how much do you feel you have learned in this course?
(Former item 10) 45 40% 29% 29% 2% 0%

Item Label (N)

One of the
best
(5)

Better than
average

(4)

About
average

(3)

Worse than
average

(2)

One of the
worst
(1)

12 What is your overall rating of this course? 46 43% 33% 24% 0% 0%

CLASSROOM SPACE:

Item Label (N)

Agree
strongly

(4)

Agree
somewhat

(3)

Disagree
somewhat

(2)

Disagree
strongly

(1)

17 Physical environment of the classroom was conducive to learning. 45 47% 40% 11% 2%

STUDENT EFFORT, ATTENDANCE, AND WORKLOAD:

What level of effort did you
put in this course?

What proportion of class sessions
did you attend?

Hours per week spent working on
course outside of class

Very low 2% Almost none 4% Less than 1 hour 2%

Low 9% About one-quarter 6% 1-2 hours 9%

Medium 45% About half 9% 2-4 hours 26%

High 38% About three-quarters 15% 4-6 hours 38%

Very high 4% All or almost all 64% 6-8 hours 19%

Missing 2% Missing 2% 8-10 hours 2%

More than 10 hours 2%

Missing 2%
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Comparison means calculated using combined fall 2017 and spring 2018 results and are reported only if there were at least 10 sections. A comparison group
mean is the grand mean of a set of section means or standard deviations (SD) not the mean or SD of student responses pooled across sections. Undergraduate
sections are the comparison group for 500-level courses. Prog/Dept=University courses from the same department or subject. School/College= University
courses from all other departments in the school/college category.

Notes: The 90% credible interval provides a range of values in which the "true" mean rating for a SRTI item is likely to lie. There is a 90% chance that the true
mean rating for students in general is contained within the interval.

UMass Amherst Student Response to Instruction (SRTI)
SPRING 2019 SECTION REPORT: MEAN COMPARISONS (WITHIN CLASS SIZE)

Course: MATH 235 Section: 02 (17234)
Instructor: Simone, Jonathan A
Responses: 47/59 (80%)

COMPARISON GROUP:
Undergraduate sections with 25 to 59 enrolled

Instructor

Program/Dept:
MATH

# Sections:     111
Avg. Resp:    56%

School/College:
CNS

# Sections:     227
Avg. Resp:    57%

CAMPUS
# Sections:   1,098
Avg. Resp:    59%

Label (N) Mean SD
90%

Credible Interval Mean Avg. SD Mean Avg. SD Mean Avg. SD

1 Instructor was well prepared for class. 47 5.0 0.14 4.9 - 5.0 4.6 0.59 4.7 0.49 4.7 0.48

2 Instructor explained course material
clearly. 46 4.9 0.34 4.7 - 4.9 4.1 0.90 4.4 0.74 4.4 0.73

3 Instructor cleared up points of confusion. 46 4.9 0.34 4.7 - 4.9 4.1 0.93 4.4 0.75 4.4 0.75

4 Instructor used class time well. 46 5.0 0.20 4.8 - 5.0 4.4 0.76 4.5 0.70 4.5 0.71

5 Instructor inspired interest in the subject
matter of this course. 46 4.5 0.85 4.3 - 4.7 3.9 1.08 4.4 0.81 4.3 0.84

6 Instructor showed an interest in helping
students learn. 46 4.8 0.38 4.7 - 4.9 4.4 0.77 4.6 0.65 4.6 0.64

7 Received useful feedback on performance
on tests, papers, etc. 46 4.5 0.68 4.3 - 4.7 4.0 1.07 4.3 0.92 4.2 0.91

8 The methods of evaluating my work were
fair. 46 4.6 0.67 4.4 - 4.8 4.4 0.80 4.5 0.71 4.5 0.71

9 Instructor stimulated student participation. 46 4.3 0.91 4.1 - 4.5 3.9 1.04 4.3 0.80 4.3 0.79

10 What is your overall rating of this
instructor's teaching?
(Former item 11) 46 4.8 0.43 4.6 - 4.8 4.0 0.94 4.3 0.80 4.2 0.80

11 Overall, how much do you feel you have
learned in this course?
(Former item 10) 45 4.1 0.88 3.8 - 4.3 3.6 1.01 3.8 0.93 3.8 0.92

12 What is your overall rating of this course? 46 4.2 0.80 4.0 - 4.4 3.6 0.99 3.8 0.89 3.8 0.89

STUDENT CHARACTERISTICS:

Which best describes this course for you? What is your class level?
What grade do you expect
to receive in this class?

Major requirement 74% Freshmen 9% A 28%

Gen Ed requirement 2% Sophomore 68% A- 28%

Other requirement 2% Junior 11% B+ 15%

Elective 19% Senior 9% B 13%

Missing 2% Graduate 0% B- 9%

Other 0% C+ 0%

Missing 4% C 6%

C- 0%

D+ 0%

D 0%

F 0%

Other 0%

Missing 2%
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UMass Amherst Student Response to Instruction (SRTI)
SPRING 2019 SECTION REPORT: OPEN-ENDED RESPONSES

Course: MATH 235 Section: 02 (17234)
Instructor: Simone, Jonathan A

What do you like most about this course or
the instructor's teaching of it?

What about this course or the teaching of it
needs change or improvement?

What suggestions can you offer that would
have made this course a better learning
experience for you? Any additonal comments?

He was very nice. When I met for office hours
he cleared up my points of confusion very well!

Nothing Nothing I did not attend class much not bc he was a bad
teacher, but bc I learned most of the material by
doing the HW and so did not feel it was
necessary to go to class.

Jonathan was very clear and thorough when
explaining new concepts and he always tied
them with previous concepts really well. It felt
like everything built really well off of previous
things.

It would be nice to have more things to refer to
online/outside of class in case something is
missed during class, but I suppose the textbook
and office hours can capture most of that.

I wasn't a big fan of the textbook we used. For
one, it was a bit of a pain to access (you had to
download each chapter and open it with a
special program which also had to be
downloaded) and it was pretty barebones with
material.

Thanks for a great semester!

Professor Simone was a great professor,
explained things and went over material
multiple times if need be. Very accessible and
seemed to actually care about his students.

The course itself could be slowed down a bit,
along with more in depth studies of the subject
matter. The class teaches a student how to
answer questions rather than what is actually
going on.

More explanation of what is actually happening.
Students are thrown right into subject matter
that could be new to them.

LESS GRADES. MORE LEARNING.

Explained topics well. Sometimes the instructor went through things
rapidly. Also exams were much more difficult
than the things we were exposed to (specifically
the second midterm).

Easier exams

The professor would spend time proving
theorems and doing example problems to make
sure we understood.

Maybe a little bit slower through the course
content or a few more examples in class
instead of relying on different kinds of problems
on the homework.

Simone's organization and chalkboard
management made this class stand out above
the other math classes I have taken at UMass.

I believe that grading on exams is a difficult
subject to approach however I have found that
in this class (and other math classes) it is
difficult with different graders grading each
question on exams or homework assignments
as sometimes there can be discrepancies on
partial credit / points earned for certain
problems (more of a course issue than a
reflection on Simone however).

Smaller class size n/a

I thought this class was fantastic. It was
definitely my favorite class this semester. I
thought the course matter was interesting and
Jonathan was a very good teacher. He was
entertaining and engaged and he always
communicated things in a clear way. If he did
go through things too fast for some people, he
would always go back and make sure to clarify
any confusion.

It's already good enough. I don't think there is
anything I can suggest for him to improve.

Jonathan was very into his class and made it
very enjoyable. He was very knowledgable
about the material and although it could be a
little bit boring, he made it easy to pay attention
and grasp the concepts. By far one of the best
instructors I have had in Umass.
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UMass Amherst Student Response to Instruction (SRTI)
SPRING 2019 SECTION REPORT: OPEN-ENDED RESPONSES

Course: MATH 235 Section: 02 (17234)
Instructor: Simone, Jonathan A

What do you like most about this course or
the instructor's teaching of it?

What about this course or the teaching of it
needs change or improvement?

What suggestions can you offer that would
have made this course a better learning
experience for you? Any additonal comments?

Jon is a very good teacher, very engaging and
explains very clearly. He definitely knows the
material and is very approachable.

Less online homework, many assignments
were about 30 questions, some with 5+ parts.
The lesson could be learned with half that
amount and I would not have to prioritize this
over my major requirements.

Less homework Course was fairly interesting as a mechanical
engineering major but I am in other difficult
classes and this only fulfills a tech elective for
me so I would have preferred less weekly
homework so I could focus on core classes. I
am sure most other students feel similar as they
are also probably taking difficult core classes.

I like this instructor a lot. He has a good sense
of humor and explains class material nicely.
Also does many example problems and
explains his steps.

Exam reviews with physical study questions
should be given

IF there were exam reviews

Professor Simone was very organized with his
lectures, writing very clearly on the board, and
highlighting more important definitions and
concepts. There was a good balance of
examples, proofs, and explanation of concepts,
which allowed students to learn and understand
in multiple ways. I also did like the balance of
written homework and online homework.
Professor Simone did a very, very good job.

Not much at all. I guess some proofs can be
somewhat long / aren't really applicable for
problem solving, are more conceptual. While
these can be useful, sometimes the long
solving arithmetic is too much to fully
comprehend. I think some proofs are necessary
to show, but sometimes it felt like things could
be used.

Nothing. I want to thank Professor Simone for a great
semester. He is by far the best math Professor I
have had at UMass, and this is the 5th math
class that I have taken, so I've seen a solid
sample. Outside of math, Jonathan Simone is
one of the best professor's I have had at my
time here, period. Other Professors should
strive to match his excellence.    Sorry I was
late to class as much as I was!!

Clear and concise   Appropriate pace
I like how the professor doesn't drone on for 50
minutes boringly. He shows interest in the
subject and in the students by getting to know
our names and faces. He is also available very
often for office hours and through email which is
extremely helpful for this abstract proof based
clads.
Jon was an extremely effective teacher, and
was quick to help students clear up any
confusion they had with material throughout the
semester

None None Thanks for a great semester!

You Nothing If I had showed up to class more I love you
Simone is a great instructor, one of my
favorites,  although i just found it better to read
the textbook instead of going to class.
Nonetheless it was a fun course

i never really went to class so I don't know i never really went to class so I don't know i never really went to class so I don't know

A lot of the material crossed over with things I
am doing or have done in other classes, so it
helped me connect the different topics I was
learning about.

The online homework platform was a bit
frustrating as it took an unnecessary amount of
time to answer some of the questions, often
requiring 5-10 mouse clicks in small boxes and
drop down menus just to answer one part of
one question.

The room it took place in was always very hot
and crammed with students, making difficult to
concentrate and take adequate notes. The
course definitely needed a bigger classroom, or
less students, or to take place in a room with
some time of temperature control. I left the
class every day exhausted, sweaty, and having
to refill my water bottle 100% of the time.
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UMass Amherst Student Response to Instruction (SRTI)
SPRING 2019 SECTION REPORT: OPEN-ENDED RESPONSES

Course: MATH 235 Section: 02 (17234)
Instructor: Simone, Jonathan A

What do you like most about this course or
the instructor's teaching of it?

What about this course or the teaching of it
needs change or improvement?

What suggestions can you offer that would
have made this course a better learning
experience for you? Any additonal comments?

Jonathan was upbeat and taught very clearly
for the days that I was in class. He made sure
everyone understood what he was doing before
he would move on.

Stop giving written homework assignments
when none of the other professors do.

no written homework

I really enjoyed his pedagogy, everything was
easy to follow and presented in a sensible
order.

----- ---- probably my favorite class this semester

Written homework difficulty was good and
generally helped in learning material and
preparing for exams. Class time was used well,
information was conveyed clearly and I liked
how after presenting every theorem or idea
good examples were used to illustrate it in
action.
It was good Nothing Nothing None
I liked how he was able to explain everything in
a coherent matter and seems invested in the
class as well as the material.

I would not change much about it. Not much else can be done to make it better for
me.

Extremely well paced and efficient Maybe he speaks a little too fast.  try slowing
down a tad.
The classroom is too hot

I really liked how Professor Simone simplified
the topic at hand into easy to understand
theorems and definitions. He really explained
the topic in an easy to understand as opposed
to the textbook.

The written homework was a bit difficult to
understand sometimes, but I think in the end it
was necessary fr the exam.

He has the best handwriting. He writes the
course material so neatly on the board that it's
so easy to follow. Also, he covers a lot of
materials in depth in short period of time. He is
very clear on explaining materials.
Hes cool af, definitely helpful Drop more HW grades Incentive to come to class more than once a

week
Nah

Johnathan Simone is the best professor i have
had at UMASS hands down. He has an
amazing teaching style, is perfectly paced and
always feels calm and prepared. Easily the best
class i have had at UMASS.

Nothing Nothing Thank you for an incredible semester

Jonathan Simone teaches very deliberately,
and has a good idea how to demonstrate
theorems non-rigorously.

the homework was all a bit lackluster and most
of the problems fairly unimaginative there
probably should have been something
worthwhile to get from the exercises, but there
was nothing

Why do homeworks have deadlines?  It still
makes no sense to me why anybody should
care when I do my homework, provided it is
done by the end of the semester.  It's not like
anybody has to grade online homework or even
look at the grades.  But I lost a massive quantity
of points over late homework despite my
understanding of the course material.

Thanks for a great class overall!
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UMass Amherst Student Response to Instruction (SRTI)
SPRING 2019 SECTION REPORT: OPEN-ENDED RESPONSES

Course: MATH 235 Section: 02 (17234)
Instructor: Simone, Jonathan A

What do you like most about this course or
the instructor's teaching of it?

What about this course or the teaching of it
needs change or improvement?

What suggestions can you offer that would
have made this course a better learning
experience for you? Any additonal comments?

The class instruction was always very clear and
I liked the way it was taught. Linear algebra was
a new subject to me, and I enjoyed learning
about it.

I think there should be some instruction on
ways to apply concepts in class in new types of
problems since that is often how test questions
were structured.

I would have liked there to be three tests and a
final instead of two and a final. I believe that
there was too much material on each test and it
was hard to study everything that could appear
on the exam. I also found I sometimes studied
the wrong material when I took the exam. While
I could often recall some of what we did in class
on such topics, I felt underprepared for the test.

I like the mathematical clarity and the emphasis
on explanations/proofs.

Maybe emphasize the importance of the proofs
more.

He was precise and clear. His voice is a little bit monotone, sometimes
makes me sleepy.

Maybe more conceptual and intuitive
explanation and drawing the connections
between course materials.



8 Sample Teaching Materials

8.a Sample Syllabus

University of Massachusetts Amherst
MATH 425 - Sections 1 and 3

Advanced Calculus Syllabus - Fall 2019

Instructor: Jon Simone
Email: jsimone@umass.edu
Office: LGRT 1332
Office Hours: M: 12-1pm, W: 2-3pm, F: 11:30-12:30pm, and by appointment
Class Website: https://people.umass.edu/jsimone/fall2019math425.html
Textbook: Vector Calculus (6th edition) by Marsden and Tromba

Overview: This course will explore differential, integral, and vector calculus in n-dimensional
space. A strong understanding of single variable calculus, multivariable calculus, and linear
algebra is expected. Throughout the semester, I may cover topics and applications that are
not in the textbook. Thus, it is important for you to regularly attend class.

Throughout the semester, please regularly vist the class website (https://people.umass.
edu/jsimone/fall2019math425.html) to keep up-to-date with upcoming assignments and
due dates.

Pre-Class Assignments: To get the most out of class, you will be assigned short pre-class
assignments to prepare you for the upcoming class material. These assignments will either:
(1) review pre-requisite concepts from calculus and linear algebra; (2) review material from a
previous lecture; (3) or include short readings from the textbook. These assignments should
be completed before coming to class. They are listed (and regularly updated) on the class
website (https://people.umass.edu/jsimone/fall2019math425.html).

You are to upload a picture or scanned copy of these assignments to our Moodle site before
class. They will be checked for completeness. If you are unable to upload the assignment
for some reason, you can hand in a hard copy of the assignment at the beginning of class.
Assignments handed in after the beginning of class will not be accepted.

Since it is hard to predict exactly how much material we will cover on a given day, pre-class
assignments are subject to change. Be sure to check the schedule regularly to keep up-to-
date. To be safe, I recommend beginning to work on a pre-class assignment no earlier than
1pm on the day of the previous lecture.

Homework: There will be written homework assignments due roughly every two weeks.
These will be due at 4pm on the days listed in the schedule on the class website (https:
//people.umass.edu/jsimone/fall2019math425.html). Assignments are to be put in my
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mailbox in LGRT 1623D. Since I am teaching two sections of this class, be sure to put your
assignment in the correct envelope labelled with your section (either 1 or 3).

Late homework will not be accepted. The lowest homework grade will be dropped. Solutions
will be posted after the due date on the class website.

These assignments will be graded on logical flow and clarity as well as mathematical cor-
rectness. That is to say, please write neatly and concisely. Using a pencil is alway a good
idea. You may work on your own or collaborate with others on these assignments. If you
choose to collaborate, be sure to write your solutions in your own words—solutions should
not be simply copied from collaborators. I will typically post homework at least a week in
advance of the due date on the class website. It is a good idea to begin working on these
assignments well before the due date. This will give you plenty of time think about the
problems, collaborate, and come to office hours if you have problems.

Exams: There will be three in-class exams and a final exam. The dates and topics are as
follows.

Exam 1: Friday, September 27
Will cover the differential calculus topics covered between 9/4 and 9/20.

Exam 2: Friday, October 18
Will cover the integration and parametrization topics between 9/23 and 10/11.

Exam 3: Friday, November 15
Will cover vector calculus topics between 10/15 and 11/8.

Final Exam: Check Spire for you section’s final exam time and date.
Will be cumulative.

Grading: All of your grades will be posted on Moodle. The course grade is broken down
as follows.

Pre-class assignments 5%
Homework: 20%
Exam 1: 15%
Exam 2: 15%
Exam 3: 15%
Final: 30%

Disability Services Accomodations: The University of Massachusetts Amherst is com-
mitted to making reasonable, effective and appropriate accommodations to meet the needs of
students with disabilities and help create a barrier-free campus. If you have a disability and
require accommodations, please register with Disability Services (161 Whitmore Adminis-
tration building; phone 413-545- 0892) to have an accommodation letter sent to your faculty.
Information on services and materials for registering are also available on their website.
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8.b Class Prep Assignments

Select Advanced Calculus Pre-Class Problems
I assigned pre-class problems to my Advanced Calculus class that either: (1) reviewed pre-
requisite concepts from calculus and linear algebra or (2) reviewed material from previous
lectures. Below is a selection of pre-class problems. The full list of problems (and solutions)
can be found at https://people.umass.edu/jsimone/PreClassProblems.pdf. For more details,
see the syllabus in Section 8.a.

1. Find the linearization L of:

(a) (Calc I Review) f(x) = sinx+ 1 at x = π.

(b) (Calc III Review) g(x, y) = x2 + y2 + 1 at (x, y) = (1, 1)

2. (Linear Algebra Review)

(a) Find the eigenvalues of A =

[
1 2
0 −2

]
.

(b) Fill in the blank: An n × n matrix M has an eigenvalue of 0 if and only if
detM = .

(c) True/False : A symmetric n×n matrix M (i.e. MT = M) has n real eigenvalues.

3. (Review of Previous Lecture)

(a) Write down the general second derivative test from last lecture.

(b) Show that (0, 0, 0) is a critical point of f(x, y, z) = x2 + y2 + z2 + yz. Use the
second derivative test to show that it is a local minimum.

(c) Show that (0, 0) is a degenerate critical point of f(x, y) = x7 − y4.

4. (Calculus III Review) Evaluate the following double integrals.

(a)

∫ 1

0

∫ 1

−1
x2y dx dy

(b)

∫ 1

0

∫ ex

1

(x+ y) dy dx

5. (Linear Algebra Review): Let A =

[
1 2
1 −4

]
(a) Sketch the parallelogram formed by the columns of A.

(b) Without using geometry, find the area of that parallelogram. (Hint: It is related
to the determinant of A.)

(c) Let T : R2 → R2 be the linear transformation given by the matrix A and let
D = {(x, y) ∈ R2 | − 1 ≤ x ≤ 1,−1 ≤ y ≤ 1}. What is the area of T (D) (i.e.
the image of D)? (Hint: It is related to the determinant of A and the area of D).
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6. Try to wrap an orange in a sheet of paper. What happens to the sheet of paper?

7. (Parametrization Review) Let C be the portion of the unit circle in the first quadrant.
It can be parametrized by c(t) = (cos t, sin t), 0 ≤ t ≤ π

2
.

(a) What is the orientation/direction of this parametrization (i.e., as t increases, do
you move clockwise or counterclockwise)?

(b) Show that c(t) = (cos 2t, sin 2t), 0 ≤ t ≤ π
4

is also a parametrization of C with the
same orientation.

(c) Reparametrize C so that the orientation is reversed.

8. (Some Light Physics/Calculus III Review) If F is a force field in R3, then an object in
R3 might be moved by F (e.g. an apple falling from a tree due to a gravitational field).
Suppose we want the force field to move an object at rest along a particular path. The
work done by F measures how easy it is for F to move the object along the path.

If F is a constant force and the path is a straight line segment given by a vector v,
then the work done is given by the dot product W = F · v.

A classic example is when you pull a wagon. Suppose this wagon is connected to tracks
and can only move left or right. The vector F corresponds to the handle; F points in
the direction in which you are pulling the wagon and ||F|| measures how hard you are
pulling the wagon. The vector v is the direction that you want to pull the wagon.

If the work done is 0, then the force is unable to move the object at all. This occurs
when W = F ·v = 0, which geometrically means F is perpendicular to v. In the wagon
example, if you pull the handle straight up, it obviously will not move forward.

If W < 0, then the force moves the object in the “wrong” direction. This occurs when
the angle between F and v is greater than 90◦.

If W > 0, then the force is able to move the object in the correct direction. The work
is maximized when F and v point in the same direction. In the wagon example, if you
pull the wagon for a minute, you will get the furthest if F and v are parallel to each
other.
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Now for an actual computation: Suppose the handle of the wagon is given by F =
2i + j = 〈2, 1〉 and the direction in which we wish to pull it is v = i = 〈1, 0〉. Compute
the work done by F to move the wagon along v.

9. (Surface Area Review)

(a) Let S be a surface with parametrization r(u, v), where a ≤ u ≤ b and c ≤ v ≤ d.
Write down the formula for the surface area of S.

(b) Now suppose S is the graph of a function z = g(x, y). We can parametrize S by
r(u, v) = (u, v, g(u, v)). Using this parametrization, compute ||ru × rv||.

(c) Rewrite the formula of the surface area of S using the computation in part (b).

10. (An art project) Find a long rectangular strip of paper (cut the bottom 2 inches from
a regular 8× 11 sheet of paper, for example). Draw a straight line down the center of
the strip (that is parallel to the long edge). If you glue the ends of the strip together
without twisting it, you will have a short cylinder and the line you drew will be on the
same side of the strip.

Instead, twist the strip 180◦, as depicted below.

Now glue/staple the ends together. You are left with what is called a Möbius band.
What happened to the line you drew? Is it still on the same side of the strip?

11. (Calculus I Review) Recall, that the differential of a function y = f(x) is given by dy =
f ′(x)dx. More generally, the differential of a function of n variables z = f(x1, . . . , xn)

is given by dz =
∂f

∂x1
dx1 + · · ·+ ∂f

∂xn
dxn.

(a) Let f(x) = x2+x. Compute the differential of f and use it to estimate the change
in f as x changes from 1 to 1.01.

(b) Let z = f(x, y) = xy. Compute the differential of f and use it to estimate the
change in f as (x, y) changes from (1, 1) to (1.01, .08).

12. (Review of Last Class) Let α = 2xz dx + 3xy dy + 2ez dz and β = 3x dy − 2 dz be
1-forms on R3. Compute α ∧ β.
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A Class Prep Assignment for Flipped Calculus I
Visit https://youtu.be/r-Pc20qxEh8 for the class prep video, which I created, associated
with these problems.
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8.c Final Exams

Note: The following final exams, which I wrote, do not include the usual formatting, spacing,
or coverpages.

UMass Amherst - Complex Variables (2 hours, Open Book)

1. Determine all singular points of the following functions (except ∞).
Classify the isolated singular points and calculate the residue at each one (except ∞).

(a) f(z) =
(z6 − 1)e

1
z

z4

(b) f(z) =
Logz

z − 1

2. Evaluate the following integrals using any method we discussed in class.

(a)

∫
C

csc2 z dz, where C be the contour given by the graph of the function y = cosx

from x = π
2

to x = 0. Express your answer in terms of e.

(b)

∫
C

z

(z − 2)2
dz, where C is the positively-oriented circle |z − i| = 2.

(c)

∫
C

z2 − 1

2z3 + 2z2 + z
dz, where C is the positively-oriented unit circle.

3. Consider the function f(z) =
cos2(πz)− 2esin(πz)

sin(πz)
.

(a) Show that z = n is a singular point of f for all n ∈ Z and that

Res
z=n

f(z) =

{
1
π

if n is odd

− 1
π

if n is even

(b) Let C 2k+1
2

be the positively-oriented circle |z| = 2k+1
2

, where k is a nonnegative

integer. Show that ∫
C 2k+1

2

f(z) dz =

{
2i if k is odd

−2i if k is even

4. Suppose f is analytic at a point z0. Show that there exists a positive real number R

such that if Cr is a circle of radius r centered at z0 and r < R, then

∫
Cr

f(z) dz = 0.

5. Suppose f is analytic everywhere except at z1, z2 ∈ C. Let C1 and C2 be positively-
oriented circles of radius r centered at z1 and z2, respectively, and let C be a positively-
oriented contour enclosing C1 and C2. Show that∣∣∣ ∫

C

f(z) dz
∣∣∣ ≤ 2πr(M1 +M2)

where M1 and M2 are the maximum values of |f(z)| on C1 and C2, respectively.
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6. Is it possible for the power series
∞∑
n=1

nnzn to be the Maclaurin series expansion of some

function f that is analytic at 0?

7. I saw the following calculation on the internet recently:

i2 =
√
−1
√
−1 =

√
(−1)(−1) =

√
1 = 1⇒ i2 = 1⇒ i = ±1

There is obviously something wrong with this calculation. What is it?

University of Virginia - Calculus III Final Exam (3 hours)

1. Let L be a line that passes through the points Q and R. Let P be a point not on L.

Let a =
−→
QR and b =

−→
QP . Show that the distance from P to L is given by d =

|a× b|
|a|

.

(Hint: Draw a picture and use geometry)

2. Find the points on the ellipsoid x2 + 2y2 + 3z2 = 2 where the tangent plane is parallel
to the plane 3x− y = −3z + 1. Explicitly write down all points.

3. Find and classify all critical points of f(x, y) = 2x3 + xy2 + 5x2 + y2.

4. Use Lagrange multipliers to find the points on the surface y2 = 9 + xz that are closest
to the origin.

5. A projectile if fired with speed 48
√

2 ft/s and at an angle of elevation of 45◦ from a
position 160 ft above ground level. At what speed does the projectile hit the ground?
(Hint: Acceleration is due to gravity, which is −32 ft/s2. Thus a(t) = −32j)

6. Use a change of variables to evaluate

∫∫
R

(x + y)ex
2−y2dA, where R is the rectangle

enclosed by the lines x− y = 0, x− y = 2, x + y = 0, and x + y = 3. Be sure to draw
both R and the resulting shape in the new coordinate system.

7. Consider the sphere x2 + y2 + z2 = 16 and the planes z = −2, z = 2.

(a) Parametrize the curve of intersection C between the sphere and the plane z = 2
(write down a vector equation and appropriate bounds). Calculate the arc length
of C using the arc length formula.

(b) Consider the surface S which is made up of the part of the sphere that lies between
the two planes. Parametrize S (write down a vector equation and appropriate
bounds) and then find the surface area of S using the surface area formula.

(c) Set up, but do not evaluate, the integral needed to find volume of the solid
bounded above by the sphere and below by the plane z = 2.
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8. Let f(x, y) = 2x+ 4y.

(a) Set up, but do not evaluate, the double integral

∫∫
D

f(x, y)dA, where D is the

region bounded by y = 2− x, y = x− 2, and x = y2.

(b) At any point (x, y), in which direction does f have the maximum rate of increase?

(c) Letting the point (x, y) vary in R2, the answer to part (b) gives a vector field that
is defined on all of R2. Call it F. Let C be any smooth simple closed curve in R2.

Evaluate

∫
C

F · dr. Explain your reasoning.

9. Compute the line integral

∫
C

F · dr, for the following vector fields and curves. If you

use a theorem, cite which one you use.

(a) F(x, y, z) = eyi + xeyj + 2zk and C is any smooth path from (0, 1, 1) to (1, 0, 2).

(b) F(x, y) = xe−2xi + (1
4
x4 + 1

2
x2y2)j and C is the boundary of the region between

the circles x2 + y2 = 1 and x2 + y2 = 4 in the first quadrant, oriented clockwise.

10. Let F be any vector field satisfying the hypotheses of Stoke’s theorem. Let S be the
unit sphere centered at the origin in R3 with the positive/outward orientation n.

(a) S is shown below. Specify the orientation on S by drawing some normal vectors
to S in the correct direction.

(b) Consider the northern and southern hemispheres of S. Call them S1 and S2, as
shown below. These hemispheres have boundaries, call them C1 and C2, respec-
tively. Notice that C1=C2 is simply the unit circle in the xy-plane. Redraw the
normal vectors from part (a) on S1 and S2 below. The orientations on S1 and S2

induce orientations on C1 and C2. Using the right hand rule (with your thumb
pointed in the direction of the unit normal vector field and the curling of your
fingers indicating the orientation on the boundary), draw the induced orientations
on C1 and C2. Are these orientations the same or different?
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(c) Orienting C1 and C2 as in part (b), how are

∫
C1

F · dr and

∫
C2

F · dr related?

(d) Use part (c) and Stoke’s theorem to show that

∫∫
S

curlF · dS = 0.

11. Let F(x, y, z) = 〈ex sin y, ex cos y, yz2〉. Find the flux of F across the surface of the box
bounded by the planes x = 0, x = 1, y = 0, y = 1, z = 0, and z = 2.

12. Suppose a surface S is given by the graph of z = g(x, y) with domain D and let
F = P i +Qj +Rk. Parametrize S and show that∫∫

S

F · dS =

∫∫
D

(
− P ∂g

∂x
−Q∂g

∂y
+R

)
dA

13. True/False. Circle ONE answer. You do not have to show your work.

(a) If F is a vector field defined on R3, has component functions with continuous
partial derivatives, and curlF=0, then F is conservative.

TRUE FALSE

(b)

∫
−C

f(x, y)ds = −
∫
C

f(x, y)ds

TRUE FALSE

(c) In the figure below, the work done by the vector field to move a particle along
the given bold curve is positive.

TRUE FALSE

(d) Two planes perpendicular to a third are parallel.

TRUE FALSE

(e) Consider the contour map for a function f below. The directional derivative of f
at (2, 0) in the direction of j is positive.
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TRUE FALSE

(f) If a function of two variables f is defined on a closed, bounded region D in the
xy-plane, then f attains an absolute maximum and absolute minimum on D.

TRUE FALSE

(g) (a× b) · b = 0 for any two nonzero vectors a,b.

TRUE FALSE

(h) Consider the region D depicted below. Suppose F = P i+Qj is a vector field whose
components have continuous partial derivatives in an open region containing D.

Then, by Green’s Theorem,

∫∫
D

(∂Q
∂x
− ∂P

∂y

)
dA =

∫
C1

F · dr−
∫
C2

F · dr

TRUE FALSE

(i) Let F be a vector field whose components have continuous partial derivatives.
Then div(∇F)=0.

TRUE FALSE

(j) Any vector field of the form F(x, y, z) = f(y, z)i + g(x, z)j + h(x, y)k is incom-
pressible.

TRUE FALSE

John Jay College - Finite Mathematics Exam 2 (75 minutes)

1. A jar contains 3 red marbles, 4 yellow marbles and 2 white marbles.

(a) If you select 1 marble at random from the jar, what is the probability that

i. the marble is white?

ii. the marble is red or yellow?
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(b) If you select 2 marbles at random, without replacement, what is the probability
that

i. both marbles are white?

ii. one is red and one is white?

iii. the second marble is red if you know that the first marble is white?

2. Let P (A) = .3, P (B) = .5, and P (A ∩B) = .1 Find:

(a) P (A|B)

(b) P (B|A)

(c) P (A)

(d) P (A ∪B)

3. You flip a coin three times. If you flip 3 heads, you win $2. If you flip 2 heads, you lose
$2. If you flip 1 head, you win $1. If you flip no heads, you don?t win or lose anything.
What are your expected winnings for this game? Is it fair? If not, how much should
you lose when you flip 2 heads to make it fair?

4. A coffee company sells two kinds of beans – Ethiopian Harar and Sumatra. 30% of
their stock is Ethiopian Harar and 70% is Sumatra. 1% of the harar crop yields bad
beans and 2% of the Sumatra crop yields bad beans. You are given a pound of coffee
from this company and are told that beans are bad. What is the probability that the
beans are Ethiopian Harar?

5. The probability that I eat a peanut butter jelly sandwich for lunch is .25. The prob-
ability that Morgan Freeman eats a peanut butter and jelly sandwich for lunch is .1
(I thoroughly researched this fact). Assuming independence, what is the probability
that:

(a) Morgan Freeman and I will both have peanut butter and jelly for lunch today?

(b) Neither of us will have peanut butter and jelly for lunch today?

6. A true-false exam has 30 problems. A student randomly guesses on every question.
What is the probability that he gets:

(a) exactly 10 problems correct?

(b) at least 28 problems correct? (Hint: The binomial probability formula would
work nicely here)
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8.d Calculus III fourth-hour discussion worksheet

Torque measures the tendency of a force to rotate a rigid body about an axis. For example,
if you tighten a bolt by applying force to a wrench, the torque measures the tendency of the
force to rotate the bolt about its center.

More precisely, if F is a force acting on a rigid body at a point given by a position vector r,
then the torque τ (relative to the origin) is defined to be the cross product:

τ = r× F

(Recall that the cross product is not commutative, so the order of the vectors matters.)
Notice that this mathematical definition of torque matches the physical definition above.
For instance, if the torque vector is zero, then we know that the vectors r and F are parallel.
This means that you are either pushing the wrench towards the bolt or pulling it away from
the bolt and so you will not turn the bolt. Thus the tendency of this force to rotate the bolt
about its center is 0.

Since τ is a cross product, we have that:

• The direction of τ indicates the axis around which the body rotates. Using the right
hand rule, you can determine the direction of τ (but first, you need to situate the
vectors r and F so that they have the same initial point).

• The magnitude of τ is τ = |τ | = |r||F| sin θ, where θ is the angle between the position
and force vectors. The magnitude is measured in newton meters (N·m). (Note: We do
not use joules to measure torque, even though a joule is also defined to be N·m. The
word joule is reserved for measuring energy and work. Torque is an entirely different
concept. So to avoid misunderstandings, torque is measured in newton meters)

• If n is the unit vector in the direction of τ , then τ = |τ |n.

Example 1: A bolt is tightened by applying a 40N force to a .25m wrench. If the angle
between the position and force vectors is 45◦, find the magnitude of the torque about the
center of the bolt.

Example 2: You rush through a (frictionless) door that is 1m wide by pushing on the
edge opposite the edge with the hinges. If you apply a force of 50N perpendicularly to the
door, what is the magnitude of the torque about the hinges? Which way does the torque
vector point, in relation to the door?
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8.e Written Homework Assignments

University of Massachusetts Amherst - Linear Algebra
Math 235-05 Written HW 3

Due Friday, April 17th by 5pm

Directions: Show all of your work. Once complete take clear pictures of your homework
(preferably with a scanner app), save it as a single pdf file, and upload it to Moodle before
the deadline. Save your file using the following format: Lastname Firstname HW5.

1. Let A, B, and C be n× n matrices. Show that if A is similar to B and B is similar to
C, then A is similar to C.

2. (a) Let A be a square matrix and let λ be an eigenvalue with corresponding eigenvec-
tor v. Show that v is an eigenvector of A2. What is the corresponding eigenvalue?

(b) Let B =


−3 1 182 −1 3

0
√

2 −3 7 0
0 0 0 3 1
0 0 0 2 −2
0 0 0 0 3

. Use part (a) to find the eigenvalues of B2.

Explain your reasoning.

(c) B is diagonalizable. Explain why.

(d) Since B is diagonalizable, so is B2 (we showed this in class). Without perform-
ing calculations, what are the dimensions of the eigenspaces corresponding the
eigenvalues of B2 that you found in part (b)? Explain your reasoning.

3. Let P =

1 0 0
0 0 1
0 1 0

.

(a) Explain why P is a stochastic matrix.

(b) Find the eigenvalues of P .

(c) Find the dimension of the eigenspace corresponding to the eigenvalue 1.

(d) Use part (c) to explain why P does not have a unique steady-state vector and
find two steady-state vectors for P .

4. A scientist places a mouse in a box with 3 compartments, as shown below.
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Notice that there are two doors between compartments 2 and 3, there is one door
between compartments 1 and 2, and there is one door between compartments 1 and 3.
The mouse has been trained to select a door at random and move through it whenever
a bell is rung.

When the mouse is in compartment 1, there is a 1/2 probability that it will move
to compartment 2, a 1/2 probability that it will move to compartment 3, and a zero
probability that the it will stay in compartment 1. When the mouse is in compartment
2, there is a 1/3 probability that it will move to compartment 1, a 2/3 probability that
it will move to compartment 3, and a zero probability that it will stay in compartment
2. Similarly, when the mouse is in compartment 3, there is a 1/3 probability that it
will move to compartment 1, a 2/3 probability that it will move to compartment 2,
and a zero probability that it will stay in compartment 3. This data can be put into
the following stochastic matrix

P =

 0 1/3 1/3
1/2 0 2/3
1/2 2/3 0



(a) Show that q =

1/4
3/8
3/8

 is a steady-state vector for P .

(b) Show that q =

1/4
3/8
3/8

 is the only steady-state vector for P by computing the

dimension of the eigenspace corresponding to the eigenvalue 1.

(c) Suppose the mouse is placed in compartment 1. Then at the start of the exper-

iment, the initial probability vector is x0 =

1
0
0

. This vector tells us that the

probability that the mouse is in compartment 1 is 1 and the probability that the
mouse is in compartment 2 or 3 is 0. Consider the Markov chain xk = P kx0.
After the kth ring of the bell, the ith entry of xk is the probability that the mouse
is in the ith compartment (where i = 1, 2,or 3). Compute x1,x2, and x3. After
the 3rd ring of the bell, what is the probability that the mouse is in the 2nd
compartment?

(d) Without computation, find lim
k→∞

xk, where xk is the Markov chain from part (c).

Explain your reasoning.

(e) If the mouse starts in compartment 2 or 3 instead, what does the Markov chain
converge to?

(f) Assuming that the bell is rung at regular intervals, what does the steady-state
vector tell you about how much time the mouse spends in each compartment, in
the long run?
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University of Virginia - Applied Calculus II
Math 1220-003 Written HW 3

Due Friday, October 21st at 12:00pm

Directions: Be thorough and neat in your explanations and computations. Part of your
grade will be based on the presentation of your solutions.

1. Recall the following property of integrals: If f is integrable on [a, b] and a < c < b, then∫ b

a

f(x)dx =

∫ c

a

f(x)dx +

∫ b

c

f(x)dx. A similar property is true for double integrals:

if R = R1 ∪R2 (as in the figure below), then∫∫
R

f(x, y)dA =

∫∫
R1

f(x, y)dA+

∫∫
R2

f(x, y)dA

Equipped with this formula, you can integrate over more complicated regions (i.e. re-
gions that are more complicated than the regions we have seen in class).

Let f be a function defined on the region R bounded by y = x2, x− y = 3, x = 0, and
y = 4.

(a) Sketch the region R in the xy−plane. Break it up into two subregions, R1 and
R2 that are easy to integrate over. Label these regions.

(b) Set up an expression for
∫∫
R

f(x, y)dA, using the formula above and using the

bounds of the regions you found in part (a).

2. Let x be a continuous random variable whose probability density function is f(x) =
1

x2
on the interval [1,∞).

(a) Find the value of c such that P (x ≥ c) = 1
10

. Be sure to use appropriate improper
integral notation.

(b) What is the probability that x ≤ c?

3. Let f be a probability density function of a random variable X on [a, b]. If a ≤ c ≤
d ≤ b, then geometrically explain why P (X ≤ c) ≤ P (X ≤ d). What could you say
about P (c ≤ x ≤ d) if P (X ≤ c) = P (X ≤ d)? Explain.

4. Let X be a uniformly distributed random variable on the interval [a, b]

(a) Prove that E(X) =
a+ b

2
(b) Prove that V ar(X) = 1

12
(b− a)2
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8.f A Group Work Assignment for Flipped Calculus I

The following is a group work assignment I used in the flipped classroom setting. To save
space, I removed extra space provided for student work between problems.

MATH 1310 Derivatives (2.7, 2.8)
Group Members:

1. A particle travels along the x-axis such that its position along the axis at time t is
given by p(t) = 4t − t2. Assume p is measured in centimeters (cm) and t in seconds
(sec). Thus, e.g., at time t = 3 sec, the particle is p(2) = 3 cm to the right of the
origin.

(a) An animation of the particle’s motion over the time interval 0 < t < 6 will be
shown on the front-of-classroom screen. Based on the animation, for what values
of t is the derivative p′(t):

i. positive?

ii. negative?

iii. zero?

(b) Choose a point in your interval from part (a)(ii). Verify your observation by
computing the derivative of p(t) at this point.

2. Does f ′(2) exist for the following functions? If yes, what is it? If no, why not?

(a)

(b)

(c)
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3. True/False: If f(x) is continuous at a, then f ′(a) exists. Justify your answer.

4. This problem previews a major topic in Calculus: building mathematical models and using

calculus to analyze them. A book designer decided that the pages of a book should have 1-in.

margins at the top and bottom and 1/2 in. margins on the sides. She further stipulated that

each page should have an area of 50 in2.

(a) Using the plot of f provided, above right, what value of x appears to maximize
the area of the printed region?

(b) Letting x0 be the number you identified in (a). What’s true of f ′(x0)?

(c) Find f ′(x) using the definition of derivative. Then use f ’ and the observation you
made in part (b) to confirm your guess in part (a) is correct.

5. Consider the graph of f(x) :

Sketch the graph of f ′(x)
over the interval 0 < x < 4
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6. (a) Sketch the graph of a continuous function f such that

f(0) = 0 and f ′(x) =

{
−1 if x < 0

1 if x > 0

(b) What’s a formula for the function whose graph you just drew?

(c) What appears to be true of f ′(0)?

(d) Prove your answer to (c) is correct.

7. Use the definition of derivative to show that if f(x) =

{
x3 sin

(
1
x2

)
if x 6= 0

0 if x = 0
, then

f ′(0) exists.
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8.g Sample Calculus II iClicker Questions
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9 Department Service

While at the University of Virginia, I volunteered for to share my experiences and knowledge
about teaching with new graduate instructors.

• Teaching as a Graduate Student Workshop Facilitator : Every August, the Center for
Teaching Excellence at the University of Virginia runs a three-day long teaching work-
shop for incoming graduate students who will be teaching in the fall. In August 2017,
the center invited me to run a workshop titled Teaching Math to Non-Majors. Dur-
ing this workshop, I discussed teaching techniques and what could be expected when
working with students who are not mathematics majors. Below you can find the slides
I used during this workshop.

• Math Department Teaching Seminar Presentation: First-year graduate students in the
Mathematics Department participate in a teaching seminar in their fall semester. In the
fall of 2017, I was invited by the professor who runs the seminar to give a presentation.
I spoke about best practices, described the active-learning techniques I employ in my
classes, and described how the flipped Calculus I course is run.

• Math Teaching Mentor : In this capacity, I served as a peer resource for new graduate
student instructors in the Mathematics Department, providing advice, support, and
feedback based on class observations.

Teaching Math to Non-Majors Workshop Slides
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10 Outreach and Diversity

The stigmatization of mathematics, especially among underrepresented students, begins at
an early age. It is common for students to freely vocalize their difficulties with mathematics
with a sense of pride. This attitude is difficult to change once a student reaches high school or
college. Thus, this outlook must be curtailed early in a student’s education. To help address
this at the University of Virginia, I participated in outreach programs aimed at nurturing
the mathematical curiosity of young minds.

• UVa Math Ambassador : As a UVa Math Ambassador, I visited local elementary
schools and facilitated fun mathematics activities for 5th and 6th grade classrooms.
These activities explored high-level mathematics topics not covered in the standard
curriculum and applied them to fun, interactive problems. For example, one activ-
ity introduced the concept of modular arithmetic and applied it to cryptography. In
Section 10.a below, you will find an activity that I developed, which explores the
basics of topology and Euler characteristic. As a second part to this activity, stu-
dents would make origami polyhedra and calculate their Euler characteristic. See also
http://indorgs.virginia.edu/MathAmbassadors/ for more details about this pro-
gram.

• UVa Math Circle TA: The UVa Math Circle brings local 4th and 5th grade students
together to the UVa campus for two hours a week to learn about high-level mathematics
topics. In one session, the students learned about the area minimizing properties of
soap bubbles by dipping polyhedra made from plastic vertices and edges into a soap
mixture and then observing the result. These meetings are run by a professor in the
Mathematics Department and I served as a TA. In this capacity, I worked with students
as they worked through these difficult mathematics problems.

In addition to working with young students, I have also worked with many underrepresented
undergraduate students. At New York University and Barnard College, I taught six-week
long intensive summer workshop classes for incoming first-year students in the Opportunity
Programs. The purpose of these workshops was to prepare students for their first semester
of college-level mathematics. My goal for these workshops was to teach my students the
mechanics of the course—that is, the necessary computation tools needed to succeed in their
fall mathematics courses. For example, when teaching Calculus I at NYU, I would focus
on refining my students’ algebra and trigonometry skills while having them work through
calculus computations such as finding the extreme values and points of inflection of a func-
tion. With the computational tools and mechanics under their belts, my students could
focus more time on learning the abstract concepts during the fall semester.
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10.a Outreach Activity
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